Pornography, Gender and the State 
 LS 397DD, 3 Credits, Spring 2010
New Course Offering 

***ONLINE THROUGH CONTINUING EDUCATION***

To register go to www.UMassULearn.net, click on Spring Classes, then on Legal Studies, and finally on the course title
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Whether it’s the sexualization of girls, a pimp lifestyle for young men, or Abu Ghraib, there’s no dismissing the influence of pornography on our sensibilities, desires, and fantasies. From the adult film industry’s golden decade of the 1970s and up to today—the course examines how what began in the dark alleys of American life has now emerged as an unapologetic 
multibillion-dollar industry. Porn has become the mainstream—and the mainstream has become porn. This class will examine the production, text, and consumption of pornography in a social, legal, and political context. For the purposes of this course, pornography is the material sold in stores, presented as movies or videos, and offered by telephone or over the Internet for the purpose of producing sexual arousal for mostly male customers. The course treats pornography as struggle for control of how issues are framed and how terms are defined in law. It includes an overview of the legal, social and political history of the anti-pornography movement; examines opposing feminist analyses of contemporary pornography; and studies the legal, social and political effects of the use of pornography in society.
This course not limited to Legal Studies majors and would be a good elective for students majoring in criminal justice, women/gender studies, communications, political science, sociology, anthropology, and public policy. Legal Studies majors can take it as one of the seven (7) upper level Legal Studies courses to fulfill that requirement.

For more information or questions about the course please contact Tonia St. Germain at tstgerma@eou.edu.  For more information about the legal studies major you can visit the legal studies website, http://www.umass.edu/legal/, or stop by our office in 102 Gordon Hall, located at 418 North Pleasant Street. 
